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PLANT PESTS AND DISEASES (ERADICATION FUNDS) AMENDMENT BILL 2002 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr F.M. Logan (Parliamentary Secretary), and read a first time. 

Second Reading 
MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Parliamentary Secretary) [10.40 am]:  I move - 

That the Bill be now read a second time. 
The Plant Pests and Diseases (Eradication Funds) Act 1974 provides for the imposition of contributions on 
growers of grain and seed to fund the eradication, or the prevention of spread, of skeleton weed and certain plant 
diseases and the eradication of resistant grain insects.  It is administered by the Agriculture Protection Board, in 
consultation with the grains and seeds industries.  The Act also provides for growers whose crops or produce are 
destroyed in the course of steps taken to eradicate or prevent the spread of skeleton weed, or the relevant plant 
diseases, to be compensated for the loss incurred.  The principal current use of the Act is to raise most of the 
funds necessary for the operation of the skeleton weed eradication program. 
The Act provides several mechanisms to ensure that its provisions and any eradication or containment programs 
operated under it remain relevant to the needs of grain growers and seed producers.  Firstly, the Act contains an 
expiry date, currently set at 31 October 2002, which this amendment Bill seeks to extend by one year.  Secondly, 
contributions imposed under the Act are set annually by the minister, on the recommendation of the Agriculture 
Protection Board.  The Act ensures that any contributions are set at the level necessary to fund the planned 
operational program only.  It does not allow the accumulation of contingency funds for unspecified purposes.  
Thirdly, payments from funds established under the Act require the support of both the minister and the 
Agriculture Protection Board.  In addition, ongoing programs, such as the skeleton weed eradication program, 
are subjected to periodic review to ensure they are efficient and effective in returning benefits to contributing 
grain growers.  
The Act provides an important mechanism for the grains and seeds industries.  However, as foreshadowed in 
2000 when its operation was last extended, it is regarded as in need of substantial amendment and has now been 
the subject of an extensive review.  The review was conducted by a group comprising nominees of the 
Pastoralists and Graziers Association, the WA Farmers Federation, the Agriculture Protection Board and the 
Department of Agriculture.  The group considered, amongst other things, whether the Act should be continued 
beyond its present expiry date of 31 October 2002 and, if so, the form it should take. 
The review group concluded that there is a need for legislation for the purpose served by the current Act but that 
for a number of reasons, it would be preferable to replace the Act with a new one, rather than attempt to suitably 
amend it.  The Government intends to introduce replacement legislation as recommended, but this will not be 
possible prior to the present Act’s expiry.  So as not to leave the grains and seeds industries without a suitable 
mechanism in the interim, this Bill will extend the current Act for a further year.  I commend the Bill to the 
House. 
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr B.K. Masters.  
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.W. Andrews):  Given the finishing time, as indicated, the Speaker has instructed 
that the dinner break will occur between 6.00 pm and 7.00 pm tonight.  
 


